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The Truth About

Military Recruitment

in Our Schools

The Counter Recruitment Committee of Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence and NoWar Westchester provides information on alternatives to the military, especially for poor students and students of color. We support and work with young people to seek out and apply for scholarships, jobs, internships, etc.
We would like to facilitate dialogue within our schools that balances the one-sided picture drawn by military recruiters. We can provide speakers, including veterans, for school classes or assemblies. We have materials for display and distribution in guidance offices, for career days, or related school activities. We can provide videos and other visual materials on the realities of military service. 
The No Child Left Behind Act requires schools give military recruiters personal information on students to unless they or their parents “opt out.” The schools are required to inform students and parents of this right to “opt out.” We want schools to provide this information clearly and effectively.

As the deaths of U.S. soldiers increase in Iraq, military recruiters are not meeting their quotas. This causes the recruiters to put more pressure on our young people to join the military.
Poor, Latino and Black youth face greater challenges and fewer opportunities after graduation. Military recruiters sell military service as an easy option to fulfill their dreams for college, travel and adventure, but the rosy picture is often a mirage. We will help them find other avenues to realize their ambitions that don’t involve dying or killing.
PLEASE JOIN US! 

We meet the fourth Thursday of every month*
(* Except for December, when we're meeting on December 15)
at 7:30 at Memorial United Methodist Church 
250 Bryant Ave, White Plains
Contact us at: Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence

250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, New York 10605

(914)949-6555

peacemakingctr@optonline.net

Are you concerned how the war in Iraq may affect your children, loved ones, friends, yourself?

War, A Possible Draft, Military Programs & Recruiters in our Schools
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
High School Students:
· Request that your name and contact details not be given to military recruiters. We can provide a sample letter.
· Learn about your free speech rights at school. Exercise your right to put up posters and distribute information with alternative views on war, JROTC and military recruiting.

· Create clubs to educate other students about peace and social justice. Create a counter recruitment club that supports students seeking non-military options for their future.

· Ask that community groups with alternative views be invited to give the other side when the military is going to be present at your school.

· Oppose high school military training programs like JROTC.

· If you are opposed to war, develop a peace portfolio to support your case for conscientious objection. Learn how a draft would work and the possible consequences of registering or not registering. We can help with information.
· If you know someone who has changed their mind after enlisting in the military, support them in contacting our counter recruitment committee for assistance.

Parents:
· Send the school principal an “opt-out” letter requesting your child’s name and contact details not be given to military recruiters. We can provide a sample letter.

· Support youth organizing against military recruitment in their schools.

· Request that community groups with alternative views be invited to your children’s schools to provide another perspective when the military is going to be present.

· Oppose militaristic programs in middle schools, like the Young Marines, Starbase Atlantis and the Cadet Corps.

Community Members:

· Campaign for your school district to allow military recruiters into the schools only when representatives from colleges, universities and civilian employers will be there.

· Distribute counter-recruitment literature and information to high schools.
Everyone:

Join the Westchester Counter Military Recruitment Committee, get support for your peace activities & have fun!
See other side for action ideas and how you can get involved


